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her hair fell Into the river and floated down to the land
of Egypt, to the house of Pharaoh's washerwomen. The
fragrance of the lock perfumed Pharaoh's raiment, and the
washerwomen were blamed, for it was said, " An odour of
perfume in the garments of Pharaoh!" So the heart of
Pharaoh's chief washerman was weary of the complaints
that were made every day, and he went to the wharf, and
there in the water he spied the lock of hair. He sent one
down into the river to fetch it, and, because It smelt sweetly,
he took it to Pharaoh. Then Pharaoh's magicians were
sent for and they said, u This lock of hair belongs to a
daughter of the Sun, who has in her the essence of all the
gods. Let messengers go forth to all foreign lands to seek
her." So the woman was brought from the Valley of the
Acacia with chariots and archers and much people, and all
the land of Egypt rejoiced at her coming, and Pharaoh loved
her. But when they asked her of her husband, she said to
Pharaoh, " Let them cut down the Acacia and let them
destroy it." So men were sent with tools to cut down the
HOW Bata Acacia, They came to it and cut the flower upon which
was!and was ^e neart of Bata ; and he fell down dead in that evil
brought to hour. But the next day, when the earth grew light and
agam. ^ ei^er brother of Bata was entered into his house and
had sat down, they brought him a pot of beer and it
bubbled, and they gave him a jug of wine and it grew
turbid. Then he took his staff and his sandals and hied
him to the Valley of the Acacia, and there he found his
younger brother lying dead in his house. So he sought
for the heart of his brother under the Acacia. For three
years he sought in vain, but in the fourth year he found it
in the berry of the Acacia. So he threw the heart into a
cup of fresh water. And when it was night and the heart
had sucked in much water, Bata shook In all his limbs and
revived. Then he drank the cup of water in which his
heart was, and his heart went into Its place, and he lived as
before.1
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